
From the President’s Desk 

Dear Friends, 
 

The Gospel of John tells us: 

I am the living bread that came down from Heaven;  

whoever eats this bread will live forever;  

and the bread that I will give is my flesh  

for the life of the world.” (John 6:51) 

 

The Eucharistic revival began on the Feast of Corpus Christi in 2022 and will 

extend through Pentecost of 2025. Beginning with the Feast of Corpus Christi 

in 2022, the first year will focus on diocesan revival; the second year, parish 

revival; the third year, the National Eucharistic Congress in July of 2024. 

Not surprisingly the following year, 2024 to Pentecost 2025, the Church will be 

in mission to share the gift of our Eucharistic Lord as we enter the Universal 

Church’s Jubilee Year in 2025.  

 

It’s not too early to start our own personal Eucharistic revival! Lent is an opportune 

time to quiet ourselves and focus on preparing for the events of the Triduum: Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. What better way than to read and  

meditate on the writings of some great saints, particularly those especially devoted 

to the Eucharist.  

 

Your Executive Committee recently returned from its February meeting held at San 

Alfonso, a retreat house on the New Jersey shore. It was named after Saint  

Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1797) who supported the doctrine of faith that Christ  

instituted the priesthood in order to perpetuate his human and divine presence on 

earth and had a great devotion to the Eucharist. Perhaps we can look to him for a 

Lenten practice: 

 

"Withdraw yourself from people and spend at least a quarter of an hour, or a  

half-hour, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Taste and see how sweet is the 

Lord, and you will learn from your own experience how many graces this will bring 

you."  And   "You may be sure that of all the moments of your life, the time you 

spend before the divine Sacrament will be that which will give you more strength 

during life and more consolation at the hour of your death and during eternity." 
 

May each of you have a rich grace-filled Lent and a glorious Easter. 
 

Sue Larkin 

Inside this issue: 

From the Desk of the  

President 

1 

DICLSAL               

USCSI Vice President 

2-3 

SEEK 23 at St Louis 4 

Be Salt & Leaven in the 

World: MN Pro-Life 

March on Jan 22, 2023 

5 

Natasha Sager Sharing 5 

Doreen Rowtie and  

Angelita Pedro 

6 

+ Heavenwards + 7 

Reserve Sept 15-17 

USCSI Data 

8 

The Mountaineer 

United States Conference of Secular Institutes 

March 2023 Volume 16, Issue 1 

 



Report of Meeting in Rome with Religious Conferences and 

the Dicastery for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life 

(DICLSAL) 

On Monday December 12th, 2022, Sue Larkin and Jessica Swedzinski flew from their hometowns to Rome 

where the conferences of English-speaking countries were asked to come to the Dicastery for a meeting on 

the issues of vocations, continuance, and governance. 
 

Fr. Frank Donio, S.A.C., the Executive Director of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men, was charged 

by the Dicastery in July of 2022 to organize a meeting of the English-speaking conferences of religious and 

secular institutes for a meeting with the Dicastery in Rome on December 14th and 15th, 2022. This in-

cluded England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand in addition to the represen-

tatives from the United States.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the course of four Zoom meetings commencing in August of 2022, a committee of nine met to plan 

the events of December 14th, the first day of the conference. We hypothesized about presentations from 

each conference, the use of a facilitator, who would conduct prayer sessions, how we would get from the 

hotel to the Antonianum, etc. Fr. Donio and our committee were assisted by the superb minutes-taking and 

correspondence of the Director of Programs for the Conference of Major Superiors of Men, David Rohrer 

Budiash.  
 

In Rome, the group met at the Antonianum on December 14th. Each conference gave a presentation of the 

main points of its written report to the Assembly. A facilitator provided questions to be thought through 

and discussed at each table. This gave us a chance to meet one another.  
 

On Thursday, the members met with Archbishop Jose Caraballo and members of the Dicastery at their  

offices. Each participant in turn gave a brief summary of the situations and added any steps that they would 

recommend for the Dicastery to assist with things. The meeting ended at 1pm and the Dicastery invited us 

to lunch at a local restaurant.  
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The group has been invited to come back to Rome on March 29th and 30th to continue the discussions that 

were initiated in December. Our new Episcopal Moderator, Bishop Mark Rivituso, will be attending this 

meeting in Rome as well.  

 We give great thanks to the Dicastery for bringing this group together to share experiences and prob-

lems in the interest of vocations in each of the English-speaking countries. -Sue Larkin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet USCSI Vice President, Rev. John P. O’Neill, I.V.D.,  

who lives in Woodside, NY. 

 

“I have been engaged in looking at secular institutes since my twenties. In my 

work at the Seminary and having taught deacon candidates for three dioceses I 

have always taken opportunities to explain this little know vocation to candi-

dates for the priesthood, diaconate, and lay ministries.” Fr John made his final 

profession in August 1999 and served eight-year terms as Associate Director for 

the USA and as Director for Formation in the Voluntas Dei Secular Institute. 

After 50+ years of teaching on secondary and university levels, he is Professor 

of Religious Studies at Felician University, Lodi, NJ, and Adjunct Prof. of Dog-

matic Theology for 31 years at St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers, NY, while assist-

ing at two parishes in Queens, NY. 
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DICLSAL….continued 



USCSI at Seek23 in St Louis, Missouri 

Seek is a conference sponsored every year by FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic University Students. 

This year’s event, Seek23, was held January 2-6 at America’s Center in downtown St. Louis. The theme 

was “You are called.” It was the first in-person conference since the beginning of the pandemic. “We will 

be in-person even if we have to wear hazmat suits,” the leadership of FOCUS promised. Fortunately, we 

didn’t have to! 
 

This was a huge and joyful conference. 19,000+ attended, the largest conference in FOCUS history. The 

United States Conference of Secular Institutes had a booth in Mission Way, wedged between the Crosier 

Fathers and Brothers and the sound stage. We were visited by (actually, we intercepted and welcomed) 

about 100 participants per day. Staffing our booth was our own Jessica Swedzinski of Schoenstatt Sisters 

of Mary, Fr. Scott Jones of the Institute of the Heart of Jesus, Christine French and Monica Hejkal of the 

Apostolic Oblates, and myself (Elena Taylor-Garcia of the Company of St. Ursula). 
 

Every day was Spirit-filled and action-packed. Our booth featured stacked blocks, each with the name and 

photos of the different institutes. Often we were able to point to each institute and tell our visitors a little 

bit about different ones. We had many fruitful discussions about the different vocations in the church and 

different forms of consecrated life, especially using the Vocation Tree graphic from the Diocese of Orange 

as a visual aid. Nearly all visitors were surprised that Secular Institutes are a thing! 
 

God brought us many amazing people who were willing to share their hearts and stories with us. The 

young adults present at Seek23 were quick to agree to pray for vocations, and even promised to include 

themselves! We had many beautiful experiences of prayer together, most notably Holy Mass together un-

der The Dome. And the prayer continues now that we are back at home. 
 

Is God calling you to help with vocations ministry? If you are called to this, you can contact Jessica 

Swedzinski at jessica@schsrsmary.org or Kathy Tierney at desalessecular@gmail.com To see more  

pictures, go to https://secularinstitutes.org/gallery/ 
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I was at the Minnesota March for Life January 22, 2023, 

so I thought I would share these pictures with you with my 

reflection based on the Sunday readings and my experi-

ence when I was walking to the Capitol in St Paul. 

(Context: When I was walking in the multitude, some man 

in a car started screaming obscenities at me “handicapped 

b****” etc.) 

“God chose the weak 

of the world.” 

Consider your own 

calling, brothers and 

sisters. Not many of 

you were wise by 

human standards, not 

many were powerful, 

not many were of 

noble birth. Rather, 

God chose the fool-

ish of the world to 

shame the wise, and 

God chose the weak 

of the world to 

shame the strong, 

and God chose the 

lowly and despised 

of the world, those who count for nothing, to reduce to 

nothing those who are something, so that no human being 

might boast before God. It is due to him that you are in 

Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, as 

well as righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, so 

that, as it is written, “Whoever boasts, should boast in the 

Lord.” -Corinthians 1:26-31 

A lot of people will say they’re sorry when they see my 

disability. I tell them don’t be because I’m truly blessed 

and I believe God allowed me to be born this way for a 

purpose. God uses the weak to shame the strong. I experi-

ence a lot of hate because of my beliefs. Strangers who 

have screamed obscenities at me, targeting my disability. 

The world doesn’t like to be reminded of suffering. I want 

others to know that worldly standards are not where you 

find your worth. God allowed me to be born with cerebral 

palsy and placed me where I 

am to bring His love to those 

around me. He uses my strug-

gles to show there is love, 

peace and joy in the midst of 

hardships. “I will rather boast 

most gladly of my weak-

nesses, in order that the 

power of Christ may dwell 

with me.” 
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BE SALT AND LEAVEN IN THE WORLD 

Witness of Natasha Sager at March for Life and Miriam Dinner 

On February 1, 2023, I took two young women, Lauren and Stephanie, to the annual Miriam Dinner. We 

started with evening prayer, then Archbishop Hebda asked the consecrated people at the different tables to 

share what community they were from/form of consecrated life. Then we had dinner, and the discerners 

switched tables to talk with different consecrated women. In conclusion, Archbishop Hebda told discerners 

to “Make sure you go talk to Natasha and learn more about consecrated life in a secular institute.” 
Blog:  https://natashasager.wixsite.com/sponsachristi 

https://natashasager.wixsite.com/sponsachristi


Doreen Rowtie of the Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ, has heroically offered her services to the 

USCSI Vocation Committee. She is shown doing vocation promotion work at the Mass of Consecrated Life, 

offered by Bishop Robert Brennan on February 4, 2023, at St. John’s University in Queens, New York. They 

are   holding the first-class relic of Blessed Armida Barelli, her foundress who was declared Blessed in April of 

last year at her hometown of Milan. 

  

More Salt and 
Leaven for  
the World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angelita Pedro of the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary 

has written and published a book about the life and 

martyrdom of her younger sister, Purificacion. 

Known by all as Puri, she gave a life offering 

through her joyfully relentless love 

for victims of injustice 

 in Bataan, Philippines, in 1977. 

  
Copies are available via 

angelita.pedro@yahoo.com 
             

     The Mountaineer                                           Page 6 



 

Our former president of the Secular Institute of Missionaries of 

the Kingship of Christ (1998 - 2006), Charleen Dahlin, passed 

away in Raynham, Massachusetts at the age of 89. 

 I have known Charleen since becoming an aspirant in the 

late 1990s and first met her at a formation weekend that she, as  

Director of Aspirants, had developed. Charleen served as President 

of the Zonal Council from 1998 until 2006 but I got to know her 

better when she was re-elected to the Zonal Council when I was on 

it (2010-2014).  

 I was tremendously impressed by her work ethic. Charleen 

read everything she could put her hands on about matters that  

interested her, which was everything associated with her faith, with 

secular institutes and in particular with the Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ. Her organizational skills 

were formidable and her output was enormous.  

 Charleen Dahlin was born and grew up in Massachusetts. After graduating from high school, she got a 

job working and went to school in the evenings for her degree. Following 4 years of teaching, she saw an  

announcement looking for papal volunteers to Latin America. She was accepted, attended school in  

Washington, and served in Jamaica, West Indies for three and a half years as a teacher and parish worker. 

Having to return home for family matters, she got a job teaching and became chairperson of the World  

Responsibility Committee in her diocese. This took her to Honduras and Guatemala in Central America.  

 In 1975, she discovered the Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ and was professed in 1978. She 

served as group leader, territorial council treasurer, Central Council member, formation director, and  

president for 2 terms. When she became President, she retired from her teaching job; however, she continued 

to volunteer locally in literacy programs and in local school libraries. 

 In her own words, she said that in being a Missionary “I feel that I am the hands and feet of Christ each 

day in the marketplace. I am able to bring Christ to people in all walks of life and go places where religious 

and priests are sometimes unable to go.” 

 After I became President I solicited Charleen’s advice on many occasions, often asking her to read drafts 

of things I was working on for her input. She was generous to a fault in this way. Her commitment to her 

faith and to her vocation was as full as any person I have ever met and God gifted her with her faculties until 

the last week of her life. I will treasure having met such an impressive, dedicated, energetic person in pursuit 

of service to Jesus Christ which she lived day in and day out in her teaching, her service to the institute, and 

her parish ministries. -Sue Larkin      

 

Janice Heyl joined the Secular Institute of the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary 

in Madison, Wisconsin, in 1964. Born in April of 1935, in Landau/Pflaz, Ger-

many, she was interested in the Blessed Mother’s Mission giving her life and 

strength for Schoenstatt in the United States and for decades in the Dominican 

Republic. She is fondly remembered by all who knew her for her motherly 

kindness, her joyful and generous service, and her simplicity of heart.  

   Janice could be counted on to inspire and uplift those around her, and that was 

witnessed by her care givers to her final years. Whether doing mundane house-

hold tasks, greeting the neighbors, giving a talk for the missions, or sharing 

from her many talents, all was done with a gentle, calm, and sunny disposition. 

May she rest in peace and rise to glory. –Editor 

Kindly Remember Two Deceased Secular Institute Members 
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  USCSI Mission Statement: 

  · The USCSI shares in the mission of Jesus Christ in serving its member institutes by providing  

   education, resources, and support for member institutes.  

  · The USCSI is an organization of member institutes committed to making known, understood,  

   and appreciated the call to consecrated secularity in the Catholic Church.   

  · The USCSI collaborates with other groups to present consecrated secularity as a viable option  

   in today’s Church. 

  

  Executive Committee of the United States Conference of Secular Institutes:  

  President:          Sue Larkin, NY   suelarkin2@gmail.com 

  Vice President:         Fr John O’Neill , NY  oneillj@felician.edu 

  Secretary/Editor:      Jessica Swedzinski, WI    jessica@schsrsmary.org 

  Treasurer:           Deacon Paul Lang, NJ       deacon.plang@gmail.com 

  Councilor:          Fr. George Hazler, MI    gfh141@gmail.com 

  Graphic Designer:    Claudette Cyr, CT    cfcyr@yahoo.com 

  ******************************************************** 

  Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwrsN2t7T8xHfrdyGCHY59g  

  Websites: www.secularinstitutes.org & www.cmis-int.org/en/     

  Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/secular_institutes_usa/ 

  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/secularinstitutes 

  

   Please share joys & blessings from your institute. Contributions and photos for our  

    Summer Mountaineer can be emailed to jessica@schsrsmary.org by July 1, 2023 

  

  Making donations to USCSI: 

  We are most grateful for any amount. Please send donations (checks made to “USCSI”)  

  to: Deacon Paul Lang, 100 Pin Oak Court, Kingsland GA 31548-3389  

 

You are invited to the USCSI 

Annual National Meeting 

September 15-17, 2023  

at Holy Family Passionist Center,  West Hartford, CT 

        

Fr John Campoli, I.V.D, will present 

Living Out Our Radical Witness  

as Members of Secular Institutes 

Bishop Mark Rivituso will be joining us for this weekend 

Mark your calendars and join us! 


