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The United States Conference of Secular Institutes  

Dear Friends, 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! What a great gift is this season of Easter! Some 

scholars have explained the derivation of the word Easter as the Norse „eostur‟ which meant “the  

season of the growing sun” or “the season of new birth.” As the Son (and sun) rises from the East on 

the morning of the Resurrection, so too are we promised new life and new hope.  
 

The fifty days between Easter Sunday and Pentecost are a sustained period of celebration of this 

greatest mystery of our faith. Having walked through the valley of death with our Savior and  

celebrated his victory on Easter Sunday, we meet Christ and his Divine Mercy on the next Sunday. 

Not only has he overcome death, but he reminds us that he is with us every day, ready to pour his  

forgiveness and graces on us if we will only ask.  
 

On the Fourth Sunday of Easter we encounter the tender solicitude of Christ the 

Good Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. Finally, after the Ascension 

of the Lord, the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity descends to strengthen us 

and prompt us to go more deeply into the world carrying the Good News. 
 

As well, during this season of alleluia is the month of May dedicated to the  

glorious and immaculate Mother of our Redeemer. She, who gave birth to him in 

a manger and became our mother at the foot of the cross, longs for our company 

in prayer. Let us not fail to honor she who is our Gate of Heaven and Cause of 

our Joy.   
 

May each of us increase and grow daily, like the flowers of spring, in love of the 

Lord and his Blessed Mother through prayer and care for our neighbors, demon-

strating on a daily basis, gratitude for his many graces to each of us. In this way 

we will more fervently live our vocation of consecrated secularity in word and in 

work.  
 

Let us praise the Lord and give him thanks. 

 

Sue Larkin 

 
 

P.S. When you read this (if after May 

1st), I will have had the joy of going to 

Milan, Italy, with other Missionaries 

to witness the Beatification Ceremony  

of our Foundress, Armida Barelli. Will 

share details in the next issue of the 

Mountaineer.  
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 The Sacred Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life has   

requested USCSI to facilitate a conversation among member institutes concerning the synodal process    

being held throughout the Church in preparation for the Bishops’ Synod in 2023. Thirteen Principal 

Officers plus three written reports shared their institute responses to synodality questions at a zoom 

meeting on February 24, 2022. May you be encouraged and motivated with their ideas. 

Secular Institutes are “ready-made” for synodality. In many of our institutes there is a monthly   

review of life in which members discern together the movement of the Spirit in their lives. We do the 

same on an annual retreat, and we have frequent communication with one another. Leadership and 

members consult and try to harbor an open and working atmosphere of creativity with strategy.       

Collegiality and consultation are key. This is a great model for synodality. 

Often newer members expressed gratitude that they have been welcomed and their viewpoints are 

taken seriously, participating in online Zoom meetings, making adjustments to traditional retreat       

formats, or new advertising initiatives to reach out to potential members. These members stated that 

from the beginning, they do not feel like outsiders looking in. 

On the other end of the spectrum, older institute members are grateful to the other members for 

keeping them informed of what is happening in the institute and eliciting responses from them. One 

example is a member in a retirement home where the retired priests live together peaceably and with 

kindness and patience, and he said that it is a kind of school of charity. He said that it is not always 

easy, but that‟s what leads to greater charity. 

1-A) What relationships do you have with your parish?  With your pastor?  With your bishop?  

With other movements or Church structures?   

Our secular institute members are working in over 80 dioceses in the USA. To answer the question 

about the relationships members have with their bishop, the answers range most usually from cordial to 

a minority who feel they are being ignored by their respective bishops. There may not be a particularly 

strong bond, but there is one of mutual respect and support.  

Our conference observers at the annual USCCB meetings over the last decades noted that nine out 

of 10 bishops casually encountered would remember Secular Institutes from Canon Law class. Knowl-

edge is picking up little by little, as the former custom of reserve did stop much interaction. 

Many institutes reported that the Vicar Generals or the Vicars for Consecrated Life or Diocesan  

Vocation Committees give more time and effort to learning and understanding our form of vocation. 

Most of the diocesan leadership and funds are given to finding priestly and religious vocations and tend 

to work with men only, women are often not included. 

One unique situation is a secular institute member employed as the Delegate for Consecrated Life 

in the Diocese of Orange, California, working with the Vicars for Consecrated Life. However, one   

typical assumption is that most think she is a consecrated virgin. 

Overall, the best working relationships with bishops, vicars, and pastors is when the secular        

institute member takes the initiative to introduce themselves and explain and model our lifestyles and 

contributions. We work with the USCCB Secretariat for Clergy, Consecrated Life, and Vocations to 

ensure our presence on the USCCB website with appropriate links, go into social media as a             
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conference, and promote a spread sheet of all vocational forms listed from the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church. The conference encourages individuals and institutes to speak to as many groups and organiza-

tions as possible and not only around the World Day for Consecrated Life. Often this means going the 

extra mile to invite oneself, to offer a presentation or retreat, write an article for the diocesan newspaper, 

and/or to be of service at vocation fairs, diocesan days, lecture series, and so on. 

The principal officer of a priests‟ secular institute stated that as pastor of a parish, he emphasizes    

collegiality and consultation in the three major leadership committees of his parish.  Most of the          

decisions are made that way although as pastor he has to make the final decision. He has also served on 

the priest personnel board and priest council, both of which exercise collegiality and consultation.       

Especially as priests, many minister to movements and groups within the Church such as the                

Neocatechumenal Way, the Charismatic community, the Myanmar community, the armed forces,       

hospital ministry, elderly, and African-American and Latino communities. One of the pastors also       

celebrates liturgy for the Ruthenian Rite Catholic community. Often the most difficult challenge is     

finding good means of communication. 

At the annual Conference of Vicars for Religious in March 2021, a presentation was given on Secular 

Institutes by two members. 

Prophetic Challenge is a book being translated from Spanish into English at present, in which a    

philosopher explains about the vocation of secular institutes. This book will be sent to all the Vicars for 

Consecrated Life (or Vicars for Religious if the diocese has not updated). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1-B)  In these relationships with parish, diocese, other movements, or Church structures, what   

difficulties do you have? 

It is hard for our vocation to be understood, as secular life moves away from any religious angle   

within all vocation forms. Relativism reigns, and many people say, “I have my own style or type of     

spirituality or „religion‟.” In general, there exists a lack of appreciation for celibate life. So what would be 

attractive to energetic individuals? 

In the USA we are the unknown vocation in most diocesan organizations - we must find a way to tell 
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Americans about our secular-consecrated life voca-

tions. There are very few who have ever recom-

mended persons to us as possibilities for our way of 

life. Hence vocations are minimal. Two dominant 

reasons for this: Vocations to any consecrated state is minimal. All communities have the same cry. 

Family life often does not include training in spiritual matters. Spirituality, respect for the other, and 

the entire societal thrust and culture have impacted negatively on our youth. “Have a good time” sug-

gests the self rather than the other. Love does not include love of God. 

A major difficulty is that many are still trying to figure out what secular institutes are and bishops 

or pastors need more insight. There is difficulty with the title of “Secular Institutes” as a form of            

Consecrated Life…  Consecration and secularity don‟t seem to go together… Terminology is not help-

ful to explain the vocation, as often the question arises: How does that really work to live both as reli-

gious and laity at the same time? 

1-C)  In these relationships with parish, diocese, other movements, or Church structures, what   

expectations do you have? 

Listen to the cry of the many for love, care, understanding, a sense of being, a sense of belonging, 

etc. We as consecrated seculars can help. It is our mission and, with God‟s help and inspiration, we 

can be a radiant vision for today‟s world. 

Let‟s work on our own consecrated life first and bring back a sense of the sacred to those around 

us. We need a greater collaboration across secular institutes, as this can make our vocation more     

present in the Church. 

2-A)  Is our specific vocation well understood in America?  What obstacles have you encoun-

tered? What wishes do you have? 

By and large, the American understanding of our specific vocation is quite weak. The booklet, 

Consecration and Secularity – Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church regarding Secular Insti-

tutes was helpful. Yet so often the response from good, practicing Catholics when they see an article or 

hear our witness story is: “Oh, but this is great. I never knew a consecrated state like this existed!”  

Many people wonder and ask: What do we do? There is a lack of understanding of the mission of 

secular institutes and no clear cut answers as to why we are here and for what purpose. 

Obstacles include: From the 1950s to the 1990s, most institutes practiced some form of discretion. 

After the Second Vatican Council, many religious have a lifestyle more in common with secular      

institutes than religious, making the distinction between the two vocations unclear.  

A lack of church leadership to aptly respond to society‟s 

degradation and disregard of the sacred. Many are numbed by 

relativism and instant gratification, so that we see murder of our 

unborn, crumbling marriage and family life, and little interest in 

our elders. Therefore, interest in consecrated life is becoming 

rare. So other groups take up this challenge of Christian leader-

ship and service. 

There is little formation in our religious education system 

for educating about the vocations to the consecrated life, and 

with the decline of persons in the priesthood and consecrated 

...Synodal Process continued 
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life, there are fewer and fewer examples for young people to 

experience. Younger members have a perspective about 

Church that lacks an understanding of a celibate life. Diffi-

culty of living that vocation is not spoken about and so we secular institute members have little en-

couragement. 

The difficulty of accepting members who want to transfer from religious life to a secular institute 

can be immense. For many reasons, we have started to say no as an institute to accepting such      

transfers. 

2-B) What wishes do you have for our specific vocation in America? 

One-on-one personal contact is the best way to make our vocation known. We can‟t count on 

the bishops or vicars to do our job. Encourage members to speak with parish priests. Be available in 

parish life to give a broader view of vocation, perhaps by putting information in the church book racks. 

We are happy to talk with 26- to 40-year-old persons. We are finding that it is possible for a person to 

find his/her vocation in mid-life and we want to offer this anew. 

The term “consecrated life” – as one example – is rarely used as a term common to all consecrated 

persons, but rather “religious life” is used to encompass all. Could this be changed?  

When vocations are prayed for at the prayers of the faithful, they usually pray for vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life. Pastors need to be encouraged to add “and consecrated life” to this    

prayer.  

We need a greater encouragement of parish communities offering a supportive group structure. We 

would like to see and create more opportunities to share our vocation and to collaborate among various 

forms of consecrated life, including among our secular institutes in the United States. Also to offer ser-

vices and greater collaboration with (arch)diocesan resources for promotion of vocations.  

We talk about synodality and we as secular institutes have SO MUCH to offer the Church of how 

we work, which is very synodal. What we are doing is what the Church needs in the Synod. The     

success of the diocesan synodal discussions depend on the particular diocese; however, we want to 

make it a priority to be at every possible diocesan synod wherever we are, to see how we can proclaim 

and move forward with secular institutes. This is a value to the Church right now. Don‟t be nonrespon-

sive to synods, but see it as a way to pry open the secular institute door in our parishes now. 

 In this regard one institute has a two-prong thrust of teaching members 

to use the casual encounter approach and reaching out to younger people. 

Help parishioners see how married life with family mission and cares and 

assets will help move the Church forward. 

 Another couple of institutes will offer the beatifications of their foun-

dress to offer awareness of a contemporary example of lived holy life. 

Repetition and Relationship are our two weapons. Knock on the rectory 

to speak after Mass to promote foundress or secular institutes, or offer a 

retreat evening, etc. 

 A final wish:  That we could be better known, understood for who and 

what we truly are as designed by the Church and, with God‟s guidance as 

we listen to him, our own spiritual growth and development will be the 

arms of the Church in the modern world. 

 

                  

Synodal Discussions continued 
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The Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS) bi-annual SEEK conference is one of the 
most engaging, faith-filled, high-energy conferences that the USCSI is honored to support as a booth 
sponsor. We normally engage face-to-face with hundreds of college and young adult participants dur-
ing the five-day event. When COVID forced a virtual event in 2020, we were excited to get back to 
personal interaction at the SEEK22 event in Salt Lake City. Unfortunately, just a few short months 
before the event, organizers were forced to host another virtual event. While the USCSI was disap-
pointed that we would have to return to our virtual booth format, we were pleased that we were given 
the opportunity to share our vocation on a 30-second video before all the keynote speeches, as well 
as support a very worthy organization that has been very fruitful in vocations. 

The SEEK22 conference ran from February 4-6 and had 22,000 attendees from 50 states, DC, and 
Puerto Rico. While participants were unable to gather in Salt Lake City, they did gather on 349      
college campuses and 1,650 parishes across the country. More than 1,200,000 posts were made on 
social media during the event. Our virtual booth provided information about our vocation via our   
Facebook link, Youtube channel link, web page link, and Instagram page. 

Our virtual booth was staffed for a total of 20 hours by generous volunteers: 
Kathy Tierney, DeSales Secular Institute; Jessica Swedzinski, Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary; Leela  
Sebastian, Apostolic Oblates; Rita Santistevan, Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ; Natasha     
Sager, Caritas Christi; Katherine Marsh, DeSales Secular Institute; Heather Triggs, DeSales Secular        
Institute; Teresa Pauls, Apostolic Oblates; Rachel Griggs, Company of St. Ursula; and Elana        
Taylor-Garcia, Company of St. Ursula. Visitors to our booth could also find information about our vo-
cation through three videos: 1) Consecrated Life in Secular Institutes 30-second video; 2) Let’s Talk 
About Secular Institutes with Fr. Leo; and 3) Introduction to the Apostolic Oblates. There were also 
two .pdfs with in-depth explanations of secular institutes: 1) Consecrated Life Vocations in the  
Catholic Church; 2) Stories taken from the Mountaineer’s spotlight on members. 

In a recent conversation with a FOCUS staff member, Kathy Tierney was told: “They promised that 
the next SEEK event will be in person in St. Louis. Curtis  Martin, FOCUS Founder, said it would be 
in person even if everyone has to wear Hazmat Suits.” We look forward to joining them once again, 
hazmat suits or not! –Kathy Tierney 

30-Second Video link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKQb_YLULZc 

 

SEEKING the next in-person SEEK Conference 2023 
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The Secular Institute the Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate marks 
its 70th Anniversary on July 2, 2022. 
 
Various celebrations will take place in many regions of the world such as 
Northeast Canada, Northwest Canada, South America, The Caribbean, 
Asia, and Europe. 
 
They were founded by Louis Marie Parents, OMI, on July 2, 1952, in 
Grand Falls, New Brunswick, Canada. He also founded the Secular  
Institute Voluntas Dei on July 2, 1958. 

 
A Mass will be celebrated on Zoom by Father John 
Campoli, Voluntas Dei, on May 2, 2022, at 2:00 
pm. After the Mass there will be a sharing of each   
member present to express gratitude for their voca-
tion. For those not able to be present, a member 
will share their gratitude showing a photo of that 
Oblate. 
 
A recording will be 
taken to share with 
other regions. 

 

    Louis Marie Parent, OMI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      Logo shows the world, and the number 5-5-5 traced within the 

globe representing the spirituality of the Institute.  Five privileged 

moments of  prayer, five attitudes of life, and five conscious acts of 

charity. 

 

                     

 

 Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate 

Books by the Founder  
  (www.ommi-is.org) 

*The Present Moment 

*In the Footsteps of Christ 

*In Intimacy with Jesus 
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Vocation Inspirations 

 Heather Triggs is newly professed in the DeSales Secular Institute and ea-
ger to take on new tasks. As part of the USCSI Vocation Committee, she will 
respond to the inquiries that come through the VISION Vocation website. She 
has worked nearly 20 years with the Archdiocese of Atlanta screening semi-
nary applicants, has a master’s degree in theology, and is a mental health 
counselor. Recently professed with the DeSales Institute, she has been with 
them for four years and has a good handle on the secular institute voca-
tion. Welcome! 

 

We congratulate Alice Cortez on her re-election as General Minister of the 
Franciscan Missionaries of Jesus Crucified. This Aspiring SI has four aspirants 
and three candidates. She does the lessons for the formation also. At 5 pm 
MST on Thursdays they have a prayers/mtg conference call paid for by the 
Institute. There is no wi-fi or internet available in the area in Benson AZ. 

 

On Sunday, February 6, 2022, Jessica Swedzinski, Schoenstatt Sisters of 
Mary, was able to attend the Program at St Dominic's Parish in Brookfield, 
WI. The celebration of the World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life began at 
9 AM Holy Mass with a terrific sermon and  petitions from a young priest 
from the area. Institute members were to join in the procession following 
Mass to go to the hall for hospitality (coffee and doughnuts) where over 175 
people came - with lots of children. The children received a Vocations     
Passport and had to go to the different booths, ask questions and fill in     
answers, etc., to get the official stamp and a prize. At the brunch for the Par-
ish Staff and Vocation Committee, wonderful conversations took place. We 
are grateful for their active parish vocation committee (committees Cardinal  
Joseph Tobin encouraged during the Year for Consecrated Life).  

 

Kathy Tierney, Vocation Chair, shares this link:  
So nice to see someone else explaining this so well! 
https://youtu.be/l6bICBl9O78 

 
 

A pen in the hand is worth two in the purse. Don’t forget Sandra Clark’s 
advise: “No bait – No fish!” Always be ready to promote secular institutes 
with some business card or institute brochure… 

https://youtu.be/l6bICBl9O78
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Last June, I gave a retreat to the conse-
crated women of the Institute of the Heart 
of Jesus. We met for five days at the De La 
Salle Retreat Center in Saint Louis, MO. The 
focus was on the sacraments and our life 
journey. They are a wonderful group of 
women and have several in formation.       
-Fr Scott Jones 

 

Rita Santistavan, a Missionary of the 
Kingship of Christ, put in 50 years of plan-
ning, effort, and running a Pilgrimage for 
Vocations in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. 

 

Don’t miss Fr Leo Patalinghug’s latest at 
platinggrace.com. He is a Catholic priest 
and member of Voluntas Dei. As an award-winning chef, radio, and TV host, our USCSI so-
cial media team links him to our Facebook and Instagram. 

 

Fr John Putino sent a link in which one of the Volunteers With Don Bosco put together a 
short video of the Holy Father’s words to consecrated persons. 

INGL - Il Papa parla al nostro cuore - Secolarità Consacrata.mp4 

 
Mark Your Calendars:  

This year’s National Meeting is scheduled September 9-11, 2022, at Marytown, IL.   
See the ad on page 10.  

We are working with Holy Family Retreat Center in Hartford CT for a National Meeting from 
September 14 thru 17, 2023. Then once again, we can meet in the Northeast Region. 

 

The USCCB Eucharistic Congress will take place in Indianapolis from July 17-21, 2024.  

  The Eucharist is the great treasure of the Church. – Bishop Thomas Olmsted   

More Vocation Inspirations 

https://1drv.ms/v/s!AtDg8hFjyUGw1E6smbgN5fJgsu8_
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Mountaineer News Briefs  

  USCSI Mission Statement: 

  · The USCSI shares in the mission of Jesus Christ in serving its member institutes by  

            providing  education, resources, and support for member institutes.  

  · The USCSI is an organization of member institutes committed to making known,  

            understood, and appreciated the call to consecrated secularity in the Catholic Church.   

  · USCSI collaborates with other groups to present consecrated secularity as a viable option in  

   today‟s Church. 

  

  Executive Committee of the United States Conference of Secular Institutes:  

  President:          Sue Larkin, NY        suelarkin2@gmail.com 

  Vice President:    Fr. George Hazler, MI    gfh141@gmail.com 

  Secretary/Editor: Jessica Swedzinski, WI    jessica@schsrsmary.org 

  Treasurer:           Deacon Paul Lang, NJ       deacon.plang@gmail.com 

  Councilor/Graphic Designer: Claudette Cyr, CT   cfcyr@yahoo.com 

   Past President:     Marcia Vinje, MN           marcia.schoenstatt@yahoo.com 

 

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

  Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwrsN2t7T8xHfrdyGCHY59g  

  Websites: www.secularinstitutes.org & www.cmis-int.org/en/     

  Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/secular_institutes_usa/ 

  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/secularinstitutes 

  

 Please share joys & blessings from your institute. Contributions and photos for our Summer 

 Mountaineer can be emailed to jessica@schsrsmary.org by June 1, 2022. 

 

 Making donations to USCSI: 

 We are most grateful for any amount. Please send your donations (checks made to “USCSI”): 

 Deacon Paul Lang, 26 Settler Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753 

 

 
 

Plan to join us in person for the  

National Meeting of the US Conference of Secular Institutes 

September 9-11, 2022    Marytown Retreat Center, Libertyville IL  

Secular Institutes and Synodality – What we offer! 

Presenter Fr Scott Jones, Institute of the Heart of Jesus 


