
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas 2018 

 

Dear Friends, 

We are in the season of light and music in which the angels appear to us under so many 

disguises. So long ago they came to proclaim the glorious news that a Savior had been born. The 

stars shone for his glory, the angels sang and all of nature seemed to rejoice. The beautiful 

Christmas legends of animals speaking and forests flowering carry a message that everything is 

now different. 

 

We live in a certain tension between that vision of loveliness and peace and the reality of the 

“already but not yet”. It seems many humans have not read the memo from the Father in Heaven 

that all will be well if we just pay attention to the real truth. He is here. He is among us. He is in 

us. 

 

The Child Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer, for whom we 

long with the desire of millennia, is now here. The lights of 

Advent express the growing light and warmth that we 

experience as the Son comes closer and closer to entering 

our world in human form. Divine grace dispels the darkness 

of sin when he reveals that he has taken on our human 

nature in the perfect covenant between God and man and 

thus ransoms us. How graced we are to be aware that Our 

Lord is coming, not only into the world but even into our hearts. If only we were aware of the 

abundance of gifts he gives us every day, how grateful we would be. 

 

Know that I remember you gratefully in my prayers and your intentions will be prayed for in a 

novena of Masses to be said at our Schoenstatt Shrine at Christmas time. Along with the entire 

Executive Committee, Fr George, Jessica, Evelyn, and Claudette, we wish that the Christ Child 

fills your heart with his love, life, and light. God bless you throughout the coming New Year 

2019 and may you hear the angels sing. 

 

Marcia Vinje 
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On the Holy Night we come together as 
family and friends to celebrate Jesus’ Birth. 
Here’s a short riddle you can offer: There is 
a strange and inexplicable equation that 
works for everyone. 
Add together the numbers of your age and 
your birth year and you will each find the 
answer is the coming of Our Lord into the 
time of this year’s holy night = 2018. 

PLEASE  Mark your Calendars: 

2019 USCSI DATES 

   
January 3-7: FOCUS Seek Conference at Indy 

 

 February 8-10: EC Meets at Mundelein, IL 
 
March 21-25: Religious Education Congress 
at Anaheim Convention Center, CA   
 
 
September 13-15: USCSI ANNUAL MEETING 
     at U of St Mary of the Lake, Mundelein, IL 
 

   November 21-23: NCYC at Indy where 
    USCSI sponsors a booth for vocations 

It’s YOUR Mountaineer -  

Please contribute from  

your secular institute.  

These are the due dates  

we are aiming for in 2019: 

  

February 12, 2019 

June 1, 2019  

September 25, 2019 

December 1, 2019 

 

jessica@schsrsmary.org 
 

 

Visit our websites regularly  

www.secularinstitutes.org 

 

www.cmis-int.org/en/ 

Click to see our USA photo 

center front at this time! 

 

2019 

http://www.secularinstitutes.org/
http://www.cmis-int.org/en/


J thiel;v 

Prayer of Pope Paul VI - You Are Our 

Mother 

O Mary, 

look upon the church, 

look upon the most responsible members 

of the Mystical Body of Christ 

gathered about you to thank you 

and to celebrate you as their Mystical Mother. 

 

O Mary, 

bless the great assembly of the hierarchical church, 

which also gives birth to brothers and sisters of Christ, 

the firstborn among redeemed humankind. 

 

O Mary, 

grant that this church of Christ, 

in defining itself, 

will acknowledge you as its most chosen mother,  

daughter, and sister, 

as well as its incomparable model, 

its glory, its joy, and its hope. 

We ask you now 

that we may be made worthy of honouring you 

because of who you are 

and because of what you do 

in the wondrous and loving plan of salvation. 

Grant that we may praise you,  

O holy Virgin! 

 

O Mary, 

look upon us who are your children, 

look upon us who are brothers and sisters, 

disciples and apostles and continuation of Jesus. 

Make us aware of our vocation and our mission; 

may we not be unworthy to take on, 

in our priesthood,  

in our word, 

in the offering of our life 

for the faithful entrusted to us, 

the representation and personification of Christ. 

O you who are full of grace, 

grant that the priesthood that honours you 

may itself also be holy and immaculate. 

 

Prayer of St. Pope Paul VI - You Are Our Mother  

January 1
st
 is the Holy Day of the Solemnity of Mary the Holy Mother of God 

 

 

O Mary, 
look upon the church,   

look upon the most responsible members 

of the Mystical Body of Christ 

gathered about you to thank you 

and to celebrate you as their Mystical Mother. 

 

O Mary, 
bless the great assembly of the hierarchical church, 

which also gives birth to brothers and sisters of Christ, 

the firstborn among redeemed humankind. 

 

O Mary, 
grant that this church of Christ, 

in defining itself, 

will acknowledge you as its most chosen mother,  

daughter, and sister, 

as well as its incomparable model, 

its glory, its joy, and its hope. 

We ask you now 

that we may be made worthy of honoring you 

because of who you are 

and because of what you do 

in the wondrous and loving plan of salvation. 

Grant that we may praise you,  

O holy Virgin! 

 

O Mary, 
look upon us who are your children, 

look upon us who are brothers and sisters, 

disciples and apostles and continuation of Jesus. 

Make us aware of our vocation and our mission; 

may we not be unworthy to take on, 

in our priesthood,  

in our word, 

in the offering of our life 

for the faithful entrusted to us, 

the representation and personification of Christ. 

O you who are full of grace, 

grant that the priesthood that honors you 

may itself also be holy and immaculate. 

 

O Mary, 
we pray to you 

for our Christian brothers and sisters 

who are still separated 

from our Catholic family. 

See how a glorious group of them 

celebrate your cult with fidelity and love. 

 

 

See also how among another group, 

who are so intent on calling themselves Christians, 

there now dawns the remembrance 

and the veneration of you, 

O most holy Lady. 

Call these children of yours to the one unity 

under your motherly and heavenly aid. 

 

O Mary, 
look upon all mankind, 

this modern world in which  

the Divine Will calls us to live and work. 

It is a world that has turned its back  

on the light of Christ; 

then it fears and bemoans the frightening shadows 

that its actions have created on all sides. 

May your most human voice, 

O most beautiful of virgins, 

O most worthy of mothers, 

O blessed among women, 

invited the world to turn its eyes 

toward the life that is the light of man, 

toward you who are the precursor-lamp of Christ, 

Who is the sole and the highest Light of the world. 

Implore for the world 

the true understanding of its own existence; 

implore for the world 

the joy of living as the creation of God 

and hence the desire and the capacity 

to converse, by prayer, with its Maker, 

whose mysterious and blesses image 

it reflects within itself. 

 

Implore for the world 

the grace to esteem everything as the gift of God 

and hence the virtue to work with generosity 

and to make use of such gifts wisely and providently. 

Implore peace for the world. 

Fashion brothers and sisters 

out of persons who are so divided. 

Guide us to a more ordered and peaceful society. 

For those who are suffering, 

today there are so many and ever new ones, 

afflicted by current misfortunes, 

obtain solace; 

and for the dead, obtain eternal rest. 

Show yourself a mother to us; 

this is our prayer, 

O clement, O loving,  

O sweet Virgin Mary! Amen. 
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