
 Letter from the President 

Dear Friends, 

Please join me in traveling down memory lane 

all the while remembering your own memories 

which influenced our lives. 

I would like to highlight the month of May, 

the month dedicated to Mary, where we honor 

her in a special way. Having attended a     

parochial school for twelve years, I’ve had 

many opportunities with my classmates to 

honor Our Lady through various devotions            

especially the Holy Rosary. Meditating on the 

mysteries of the Rosary was always special 

since we learned about the life of Jesus and 

the role Mary played. At the end of the month, 

the whole assembly would be present for the 

special  celebration of the crowning of Mary. 

This was the highpoint where we manifested 

our deep love and respect for her. 

Pope John Paul II, now St. John Paul II, in 

his wisdom and devotion to the Rosary, 

added the mysteries of light. What a gift to 

the Church and all of us. 

Let us pray for more vocations to a secular 

consecration and peace in the world. The 

Holy Rosary is a powerful tool!  

“AD JESUM PER MARIAM” 

You are receiving now the invitation to the 

annual meeting of USCSI to be held in Sep-

tember in CT. We hope that you will be able 

to join us. Fr. Ciorra’s presentation will be 

based on his book Beauty, A Path to God. 

In the chapter entitled “The Eyes of Faith” 

he writes: “It was de Caussade who coined 

the phrase the sacrament of the present mo-

ment.” He continues: “Mary models for us 

what it means to embrace the moment with 

the eyes of faith.” I’m anxious to learn 

more. COME AND SEE! 

In friendship and peace. 

Bea 
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For your information: 

This picture inspired me to 

write about the month of 

May and our Blessed Mother 

and I have it in my prayer 

book all those years...60th 

anniversary.  Bea 



―In the heart of human history: the  
challenges of a complex society‖ was the 
theme of the Assembly of the Institutes 
of Secular Life, a form of consecrated life 
that has more adherents in Italy than in 
any other country in the world, and 
which was established ―with a  
revolutionary gesture in the Church‖ by 
Pope Pius XII with the apostolic  
constitution Provida Mater Ecclesia in 1947. 
 
The Holy Father, receiving in audience 
the participants in the assembly Saturday 
morning, set aside his official address and 
spoke to them off-the-cuff, underlining 
that the secular Institutes are ―effectively 
an act of bravery on the part of the 
Church in that moment, giving structure 
and institutional character‖ to them. 
―Do not forget: be revolutionaries!‖ he 
said. 
Saying he wished for them hope, he  
reminded them ―that many of our  
forefathers have taken that road and have 
not seen the results, but they perceived 
them from afar.‖ They, likewise have and 
can have an impact on the Church, said 
Francis, thanking them for what they’ve 
done for the Church and for their prayer, 
action, and hope. 
―I hope that you will always maintain this 
attitude of going beyond, not only  
beyond, but even further, where  
everything is at play: politics, the  
economy, education, the family. 
Saying it is possible that ―at times you are 
tempted to think, 'But what can I do?'‖ 
the Pope added that ―when this  
temptation rears, remember that the Lord 
has spoken to us about the grain of 
wheat. And your life is like the grain of 
wheat. It is like leaven. Do everything 
possible so that the Kingdom might 
come, grow and be great, and that it may 
protect many people, like the mustard 
tree. Think about this.‖ 
He noted that even the small things 
count. ―A small life, a small gesture; a 

normal life, but it is leaven, it is a seed, 
it allows growth. And this brings  
consolation. The results in the balance 
of the Kingdom of God cannot be 
seen, but only the Lord enables us to 
perceive something … We will see the 
results there—above.‖ 
―This is why it is important to have so 
much hope! It is a grace that you must 
ask of the Lord, always: the hope that 
never disappoints. A hope that goes 
ahead." 
Turning to secular institutes'  
contributions, Francis discussed the 
―great good‖ they have done for the 
Church, saying they have done so ―with 
bravery, as it takes bravery to live in the 
world.‖ (D.C.L.) 
The Pope then handed the participants 
a copy of his official discourse,  
extensive extracts from which are  
published here: 
 
The vocation of the Secular Institutes is 
―one of the most recent forms of  
consecrated life recognized and  
approved by the Church and which is 
therefore perhaps not fully understood. 
Do not be discouraged: you form part 
of that poor and outgoing Church that 
I dream of!‖ 
―By vocation, you are laypeople and 
priests, others and in the midst of  
others, you lead a normal life, without 
any outward signs, without the support 
of community life, without the visibility 
of an organized apostolate or specific 
works. You are rich only in the  
totalizing experience of God's love and 
are therefore capable of knowing and 
sharing the burden of life in its many 
expressions, fermenting them with the 
light and strength of the Gospel. You 
are a sign of that Church in dialogue 
that Paul VI spoke of … Your vocation 
makes you interesting to every person 
and to their deepest yearnings, which 
often remain unexpressed or masked." 

―Through the strength of God's love, 
that you have encountered and 
known, you are capable of proximity 
and tenderness … Like the Samaritan 
who passed by, saw, and had         
compassion. This is the moment to 
which your vocation commits you: to 
place yourself next to each man and to 
make yourselves close to every person 
you meet; because your stay in the 
world is not simply a sociological  
condition, but rather a theological  
reality that calls you to a conscious,  
careful presence, in which you are able 
to perceive, see and touch your 
brother's flesh.‖ 
―If this does not happen, if you  
became distracted, or worse still, you 
do not know this contemporary world 
but instead know and frequent only 
the world that is most comfortable to 
you, or that most entices you, then 
conversion is urgent! Yours is a  
vocation that is by nature outgoing, 
not only because it brings you to  
others, but also and above all because 
it requires to you dwell where all men 
reside.‖ 
―Never lose the impulse to walk the 
streets of the world, with the  
knowledge that walking, even with 
faltering steps or limping, is always 
better than standing still, closed up in 
our own questions or our own  
certainties. Missionary passion, the joy 
of the encounter with Christ that leads 
us to share the beauty of faith with 
others, is a bulwark against the risk of 
being paralyzed by individualism." 
www.zenit.org/en/articles/40558 

 Pope Francis to Institutes of Secular Life: Don't Fall for the Trap of 
Thinking "But What Can I Do?" 
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Los Angeles Religious Education Congress 2014   

 Report by Mary-Cabrini Durkin 

 This is a huge event. Last year they had 

40,000. Today my focus was visiting exhibit 

booths, for and especially those that deal 

with ministry or publications. I'm a walking 

booth, wearing a sign that says "Ask me 

about the Church's best-kept SECRET." If 

people don't ask, I ask them if they want to 

know and tell them they can get the answer 

as a card, a magnet, or a brochure. That, of 

course, is the entry-point for an explanation. 

In five hours I covered about two thirds of 

the exhibit hall. 

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the 

LA REC. The attendees, the presentations, 

and the liturgies were all stimulating. It was a 

disappointment, of course, that Liliane was 

not able to attend. 

My main goal was to acquaint exhibitors 

with the reality of secular institutes. Most of 

them are Catholics and involved in       

church-related activities with other      

Catholics. One focus was those in schools of 

ministry or other ministerial programs where 

they form or influence others. My other 

focus was people in publications, whether 

for adults or for young people. 

People in ministerial settings whom I’m  

going to follow up with, and provide a link 

to the USCSI website and any other            

information or links recommended are: 

Fr. Joe Schwab, OFM, Franciscan Renewal 

Center, Scottsdale, Arizona (He volunteered 

to make the brochures available in his parish 

and took a handful.) 

Cheryl Holley, director of the Josephite  

Pastoral Center: African American Catholic 

Resource Center 

Scott Benigar, Thomas Aquinas College, 

Santa Paula, California (He says that many of 

their students are in a discernment mode.) 

Jim McPeak, Franciscan University,       

Steubenville, Ohio 

Luz Lara, Coordinator of Campus Ministry, 

Diocese of San Bernardino (She suggested 

contacting Edgardo Juarez, Vicariate      

Coordinator of Catechetical Ministry 

Luz Vela, Project Coordinator (Nutrition 

Education and Obesity Prevention Services), 

Catholic Charities of Orange County 

Tom East, Director of the Center of      

Ministry Development in Washington State 

Groups whose representatives I spoke with 

(don’t have names) and am going to follow 

up with, and provide a link to the USCSI   

website and any other information or links 

recommended included: 

Catholic Ministry with  Gay and Lesbian 

Persons, Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Boston College School of Theology 

Creighton University Graduate Programs 

Loyola University, New Orleans 

Loyola Marymount University 

Loyola University, Chicago 

University of Dallas School of Ministry 

University of San Diego 

Periodicals that USCSI may want to consider 

pitching an article to 

America magazine: I spoke several times 

with Kerry Weber, the new managing editor, 

and with Luke Hansen, SJ, a staff writer. 

They encouraged me to submit an article. 

Commonweal magazine: I spoke with Ellen 

___, who invited me to submit something 

on a different topic, but that conversation 

could be followed up with a secular institute 

topic. 

National Catholic Reporter in its occasional 

religious (broad terminology) vocations  

issue, special insert. 

Vocations and Prayer: The Catholic     

Magazine on Vocation Ministry: This seems 

to be regional. It seems to be well-written in 

a popular, accessible style, with articles on 

vocation ministry, vocational angles,      

spirituality…. 

Publishers who produce adult, youth, and/

or children’s books that could carry a     

message about the vocation to a secular 

institute. In general, I think that some 

would be open to including awareness of 

secular institutes. The approach I recom-

mend is to study each publisher’s materials 

and craft a simple type of content to sug-

gest in a format that suits that publisher. 

Alliance for Catholic Education – A    

Vocations Curriculum: a collaborative in 

the Holy Cross religious family, out of 

Notre Dame U. 

Josephite Pastoral Center (Cheryl Holley, 

above) 

 Wm. B. Erdmans Publishing Co.: Among 

many other genres, they do lives of saints 

and of other models of Christian living; 

these could surely include saints, blessed, 

venerable, and servants of God who were 

in secular institutes. 

Pflaum/Good Ground Press: Sister 

Therese Sherlock was very open to     

considering inclusion of material in weekly 

faith-formation publications for all ages. 

Franciscan Media: I have a lot of friends 

there, some of whom were at the REC. 

Their usual approach to lay groups is to 

feature the Third Order. What about 

pitching someone for ―Saint of the Day‖? 

That gets a lot of attention online and on 

Catholic radio. 

RCL Benziger: I have a friend there who 

was at the REC, and spoke with the    

president and other staff, but not with the 

publisher; will try an email contact with 

her, at the president’s recommendation. 

EWTN: The man I spoke with suggested 

pitching an idea to Johnette Benkovic 

(Women of Grace) or to Fr. Mitch Pacwa. 

Liliane has told me that Schoenstatt has 

been featured on EWTN, so Jessica may 

have a contact or suggestion. 

If the USCSI wants to follow up on any of 

these ideas, I’d recommend seeking out 

members of member institutes who live in 

certain areas and are able, available and 
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From: Anita Plourde 

February 13, 2014 

I’m back from the regional assembly of South America/Caribbean in Santiago, Chile. I 
bring all the American Oblates greetings from the delegates and the Chilean Oblates.  

While I was in Santiago, I had the opportunity to visit Fr. Dieter Haas, Schoenstatt      
Father, who is in their long-term care facility in Santiago. He looked healthy even though 
he still has effects of the stroke such as a paralyzed right arm and the muscles in his 
throat are also paralyzed so that he cannot talk except for an occasional YA. However he 
recognized me and when I spoke of USCSI he nodded yes and when I mentioned Carol 
Winkler, he smiled. It was a short visit of 15 minutes but I think he appreciated it. I know 
I did.  

I hope all is well with you. I’m doing OK, still transitioning from Chile to Canada, still 
dreaming in Spanish, and at the same time preparing to go to India and Sri Lanka in 
March, my last big visit. Greetings of peace and friendship to everyone. 

Anita 

Father Dieter resides with other retired Schoenstatt Fathers, and  is doing well in his sur-

roundings in Chile at the foot of the Andes. Please send him a postcard: 

Father Dieter Haas 

Padres de Schoenstatt 

Casilla 25  Correo Bellavista  

La Florida  

RCH--Santiago 17  

CHILE 

 

 Continued… Congress 2014 
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Website: www.secularinstitutes.org 

willing to: 

Speak, either simply one-on-one with      

someone in the ministerial/pastoral field, or 

with student groups, just to witness to the 

vocation; 

Strategize about publications, along the lines 

suggested above; 

Consider what entities in their own locales 

may be suggested by the ones listed. 

I’m willing to follow up with some of the  

people I talked with and to pitch an article to 

America, Commonweal, NCR. 

 

 

 Saga of  Two Oblates Going 
to a Yard Sale 

At the request of Jessica, I’m happy to 
share with you my yard sale            
experience that took place several 
years ago at our district house in 
Lowell, MA (which has been sold). 

On the morning of June 9th, the alarm 
clock was set to go off at 6:00 am at 
my house.  It was set for a little earlier 
at Claudette Carbonneau’s house in    
Lewiston.  Since there was              
excitement in going to a yard sale, we 
were both awake much earlier.  We 
started our day by attending Mass in 
our respective parishes.  I prayed that 
we would give an effective witnessing 
by our presence.  Claudette prayed 
that we would make many Christian 
contacts. 

When Claudette arrived at my house, 
we transferred her “treasures” from 
her car into mine.  By the time we 
were done, there was just enough 
room for the two of us.  With good 
planning we managed to fit every-

thing in.  We were all set to go.  
Friday promised to be a beau-
tiful warm day.  It was ideal 
weather to travel to a yard sale 
in Lowell, MA, which is 80 
miles from my home in Saco, 
ME, with a traveling time of an 
hour and a half. 

Once on the highway heading 
south, we prayed for a safe 
journey.  We talked and caught 
up on our news and eventually 
prayed the rosary and the    
Divine Mercy chaplet.  Big 
trucks passed us on the right 
and on the left…they blocked 
our view.  At one point, I     
became aware that we were 
approaching Exit 50 and by 
now we should have been 
closer to Exit 39.   Claudette 
then asked me if we had 
planned on taking Route 128 
instead of Route 495.  “Of 
course not,” I replied.  “But we 
are,” she said. We had missed 
the sign indicating Route 495. 
The big trucks must have 
blocked our view or were we 
too busy talking?  (Exit 50 was 
on Route 128…we were way off 
course.) 

What should we do?  The   
logical solution, so it seemed, 
was to turn around and take 
Route 128 North.  Bad         
decision!  We soon found out 
that “this” Route 128-N was     
eventually branching off and 
head towards Route 128-E.  We 
didn’t want to go towards the 
ocean!  We spotted two men 
doing landscaping. We 
stopped and asked for          
directions to Lowell.  One of 
them asked us “What are you 
doing here?”  Evidently, we 
were pretty far off course.  We 
took off with written directions 
from them feeling very confi-
dent.  We were  looking for 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                           

Route 93N and came upon a sign            
indicating Route 95N to NH and Maine.  
We decided that they must have meant 95N 
instead of 93N.  So, we followed that route 
and soon found out that we were heading 
back home.  What do we do now?  We took 
the next exit and found ourselves traveling 
on a country road lined with beautiful 
homes and landscaping.  Nature was at its 
best.  A friendly looking lady was waiting to 
cross the street. Was she an angel in       
disguise waiting to give us directions?  We 
followed them as much as our memories 
had retained but somehow we forgot some 
of the route numbers she had given us. 

By this time, we were getting hungry and 
decided to get off the highway and eat at 
Friendly’s in Andover.  We enjoyed a nice 
lunch and I asked the cashier for “direct 
directions” to Lowell.  A lady overheard our 
conversation and offered her help.  From 
the parking lot we had to make a left turn 
and I wasn’t about to do a left turn on a 
four-lane highway.  We turned right and at 
the next light we retraced our steps.  We 
did very well from this point on until we 
reached Route 133.  We had to decide to 
either go East or West.  I was pretty sure we 
should go west but to verify, I took out the 
map that was in the glove compartment.  
Why didn’t I think of it sooner?!  

As we  traveled on this route, we got closer 
to what looked like the center of town.  
Then I realized we were on the campus of        
Merrimack College in Andover…but I also 
noticed that the sign for Route 133 West 
was no longer in sight.  We continued and 
by then we were really on a country road.  
We turned around and asked for directions 
from another gardener.  After giving us  
directions, he told us that we had come full 
circle by traveling South, North, East, and 
West.  (We already knew.)  He was friendly 
and offered us iced tea which we declined.  
While he was talking with us, he kept 
glancing at the back seat.  Finally he said: 
“Moving to Lowell?”  “No,” I said.  “We’re 
going to a yard sale.”  None of us could 
keep a straight face!  He was impressed at 
how well we were handling all these de-
tours.  We followed his directions that took 
us a little closer to our destination but 

Continued...Saga of  two Oblates 

somehow, we didn’t quite know for sure 
which turn to make.  Again, there was a man 
mowing his lawn and he put us on the right 
road.  About a mile up the road, Claudette 
was familiar with this area…we were close to 
where an Oblate has a beauty salon.  We  
finally “found” Route 495 South and Exit 39 
which brought us to our yard sale              
destination ready for more adventures.  That 
was five hours and 153 miles later.  We had 
no doubts that “the shortest distance        
between two points is a straight line.” 

We became very aware also that while    
making all the detours, we were able to keep 
our composure by living the  
 

Present Moment in the Presence of God.   
 
Claudette’s prayers as well as mine were an-
swered.  We did indeed make many Chris-
tian contacts and we did witness by our joy-

ful outlook on this situa-
tion.  (Were the gardeners 
angels?) 
 
Claudette has since passed.  
She didn’t get lost…she 
followed Jesus  who said: 
“I am the way.” 

Beatrice Caron 
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    On Saturday, August 23 through 
Saturday, August 30, 2014, the OMMIs 
will have their retreat at Marie-Joseph 
Spiritual Center in Biddeford Pool, 
ME, by the ocean.  It will be a great 
time of  spiritual renewal  for 15 
Oblates and counting. This includes 
four coming to join them from Canada. 


